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A Level and Applied Law Activity 1 

Criminal Law vs Civil Law 

The English Legal System (ELS) is effectively split into halves: criminal law and civil law. 

Examine the following glossary to appreciate some of the key principles of each. 

 Criminal Law Civil Law 
Purpose of the 
law 

To maintain law and order, 
to protect society 

To uphold the rights of 
individuals 

Person starting 
the case 

Usually the state through 
the Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS) 

The individual whose 
rights have been 
affected 

Legal name for 
that person 

Prosecutor (often based 
on the Victim’s evidence) 

Claimant 

Courts hearing 
cases 

Magistrates’ Court, Crown 
Court 

County Court, High Court 

Standard of proof Beyond reasonable doubt On the balance of 
probabilities 

Person/s making 
the decision 

Magistrates in the 
Magistrates’ Court; a 
judge and jury in the 
Crown Court 

A judge 

Decision Guilty (convicted) or not 
guilty (acquitted) 

Liable or not liable 

Powers of the 
court 

Prison, community order, 
fine, driving ban etc 

Usually an award of 
damages (compensation) 

 

On the next page are three newspaper articles. Use the table above to identify whether 

they involve matters of criminal law or civil law. 
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Explore which side of the ELS the articles fall under, and why. 

If you wish to extend this task, try to find news articles yourself from this week. Are 

they in relation to criminal or civil law, and how do you know this? 


